406  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter and the Irish Free State negatived energetically the
___"   right to make any limitation and asserted that the
Court was the suitable tribunal for such disputes. The
acceptance of the G^.emLAct^ofJ.928 for the Pacific
Settlement of InternationjblJDisputes jjas pressed on
the Dominions l6y the British Government,1 and assent
to it was obtained in 1930-31 except in the case of the
Union, which has refused to sign, but the Irish Free
State, as in the case of the Optional Clause, refused to
agree to the British reservations; the other Dominions
found them necessary and agreed that inter-imperial
issues must be excluded. The Dominions also have very
reluctantly accepted the policy of promising to support
the amendments in the Covenant to make it more
harmonious with the Kellogg Pact, on the condition
that these amendments come into force only after dis-
armament has been arranged. It is significant that Mr.
te Water for the Union expressed its disfavour of the
principle of the extension of sanctions in the Covenant
of the League, and its disapproval of the conversion of
the functions of the Council from those of a mediatory
and conciliatory to those of an arbitral and judicial
authority. In the same way the Dominions took no
trouble in the case of the Kellogg Pact2 to conceal their
refusal to be necessarily bound by the reservation as to
the right of self-defence in the case of the attack on
certain eastern territories which was made by the
British Government. The Irish Free State, of course,
explicitly refused to accept such reservations as in any
sense binding on the signatories.
1  Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiii. 254.
2  Ibid. xi. 251, 252. The Pact clearly does not apply between the
parts of the Empire, though it may safely be assumed with Mr. McGilligan
that its principles would be applied.